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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Yet another year has come and passed. 2018 was an active year 
for the RCDCA, as you will see by the variety of articles in this 
newsletter. 
The CF Health Services and Royal Canadian Dental Corps are 
once again in a state of transition. The Chief Dental Officer, 
Colonel Jean-Pierre Picard, gave a short briefing about current 
RCDC events at our Christmas luncheon at the Orleans Legion. 
His talk generated a lot of interest, and he has graciously 
provided a more in-depth article for this newsletter. I anticipate 

being able to 
share the 
decisions from 
CFHS 
Modernization 
next year. 
As many of you are aware, the RCDCA is a 
component member of the Conference of 
Defence Associations (CDA). In fact, the CDA 
was the parent organization for the precursor to 
the RCDCA, and provided funding to us for many 
years. Over the past two decades, the political 
climate has changed considerably, and the CDA 
no longer receives government funding, and now 
relies on dues from the member organizations to 
survive. Due to pressure from myself and some 
other associations at the Annual General 
Meeting, the CDA is now trying to reinvent itself 
to better support its members, via a project 
named Op Renew. The first step was to institute 
quarterly meetings where the discussion is 
specifically tailored to help the defence 
associations solve our problems, often by 
networking with other associations that have 
already found an answer. They are also running 
a survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CDA_Members ),for all members of all of the 
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Associations to provide feedback that will 
help all of our organizations be more 
effective at supporting our members. Please 
spend a few minutes and complete the 
survey. I invited the Executive Director of the 
CDA to write a brief explaining Op Renew, 
which you will find on page 8. 
The RCDCA has taken on the task of 
providing a Kit Shop for both our members 
and the RCDC. There is an ad for our 
current merchandise at the end of this 
newsletter. Due to the suggestion and 
groundwork of Major Nathan Elliot, Dental 
Detachment Commander, 1 Dental Unit 
Detachment Geilenkirchen, this summer we 
had a one-time production of Dental Corps 
crested Louis Garneau cycling wear, which 
was very popular. If you think there is 
another item that we can produce with 
RCDC or RCDCA insignia that will sell to a 
wide audience, please contact me. 
Thank-you to Justin McNeill and Scott 
Becker for providing historical articles to 
include in this issue. The preservation of 
Dental Corps history is the task that allows 
us to maintain registered charity status. If 
you would like to share any stories of 
historical or operational interest, I can help 
you put them together. 
2018 was a year of many social events. In 

addition to the Ottawa events (Dental Corps 
Birthday in May, an informal social after the Remembrance Day ceremony and the November 
luncheon at the Orleans Legion) we also hosted a Meet and Greet at HMCS Queen Charlotte in 
Charlottetown, PEI, in conjunction with the Canadian Dental Association annual convention. 
Over two dozen dental folks showed up, and we gained two new members. The RCDCA also 
receives invitations to various social and education events hosted by 1 Dental Unit, and this 
past year many of us took advantage of those opportunities to connect with fellow members and 
serving RCDC personnel. 
 If any of you are interested in becoming more involved with the RCDCA, either to help with a 
one-time project or to join the Executive, please let me know. I am sure we can find an 
appropriate way for you contribute. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Richard 
Sanitas in Ore  
Major (retired) Richard Groves, CD 
President 
Royal Canadian Dental Corps Association / L’Association du Corps dentaire royal canadien  
http://rcdca.cfdental.ca  

�3

With Frank Hedley and our Colonel Commandant, at 
the Dental Corps Birthday celebration at Malone’s 
Pub on May 11th.

http://rcdca.cfdental.ca


ROYAL CANADIAN DENTAL CORPS – 2018 UPDATES
Greetings to All, 
It has been an eventful year for the Royal 
Canadian Dental Corps (RCDC) both on the 
senior leadership and key activities fronts. 
This past summer we have had a significant 
transition in leadership. I took over from 
Colonel Dwayne Lemon as the Chief Dental 
Officer (CDO) while he became the Deputy-
Commander of the Canadian Forces Health 
Services Group. 1 Dental Unit saw Colonel 
Martin Brochu take on my former 
responsibilities as the Commanding Officer 
and Chief Warrant Officer (CWO) Leah 
Marche took on those of 1 Dental Unit CWO 
from now retired CWO Duane Forward.  
Transformational endeavours such as 
accreditation and modernization of the Health 
Services Group have been of central interest. 
The RCDC continued to be deeply committed 
to system-wide continuous quality 
improvement and patient safety. Building 
upon the successful efforts made with 
Accreditation Canada in 2017 where the 
Canadian Forces Health Services Group 
medical and dental clinics across Canada 
received the accredited status, the RCDC is 
now undergoing the accreditation process 
with the Commission on Dental Accreditation 
of Canada. This journey with both 
organizations will enable us to make better 
use of our resources, improve efficiency, 
enhance overall quality and safety, and 
reduce risk to our patients.  
In an effort to modernize the Canadian 
Armed Forces (CAF) Health Care System, 
we have been considering everything from 
the clinical and military governance structure, 
to the resources required to fulfill our 
missions, both at home and abroad, in 
peacetime and on operations. Ultimately, our 
intent is to have a “modernized, integrated 
and adaptable Healthcare System that 
provides consistent high quality care to CAF 
members that enables CAF operations while 
ensuring the health and wellness of our own”.  
Much work has now been completed by the 
dedicated Health Services Modernization 
Team. The details of the plan and the multi-
year implementation strategy are being 
finalized and will soon be announced. 

Through the accreditation and its efforts to 
modernize, the RCDC is laying the 
foundation for its continued success for the 
years to come. 
For over 103 years our women and men of 
the RCDC have taken exceptional care of the 
oral health needs of our military members at 
home and abroad. Since the beginning of my 
tenure as CDO, I have been most impressed 
by the professionalism and dedication of the 
outstanding team that forms the Directorate 
Dental Services. The unfaltering commitment 
of 1 Dental Unit personnel to providing high 
quality in-garrison care continues to play a 
critical role in enabling the CAF to remain 
both responsive and agile.  
Members of the RCDC are also proudly and 
professionally serving our country in the far 
reaches of the world. A RCDC team, 
composed of a Dental Officer and Dental 
Technician, has been deployed on a 
rotational basis since 2016 on Operation 
IMPACT in Iraq to provide integral dental 
support to the Global Coalition. Another 
RCDC team has been deployed on Operation 
REASSURANCE in Latvia where it offers 
dental support to the Canadian-led 
multinational battlegroup. Our dental teams 
have been busy delivering oral health care 
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within our modern mobile clinics also known 
as the Dental Medium Support Vehicle 
System (MSVS).  
Similarly, we now have a RCDC team 
onboard the interim Navy supply ship 
ASTERIX that takes care of the oral health 
needs of the crew. I would be remised not to 
mention the important work of our Forensics 
Odontology Response Team. Our team 
supports the Department of National Defence 
Casualty Identification Program and helps 
identify the remains of war dead from either 
the First World War, the Second World War 
or the Korean Conflict. Our team also 
maintains a high readiness posture and is 

ready to deploy on short notice anywhere in 
the world. We certainly can be extremely 
proud of what the RCDC members 
accomplish everyday wherever they serve.  
With the 2018 Holiday Season about to begin 
I also take this opportunity to wish you and 
your families all the very best for the festive 
season and may you enjoy health, happiness 
and prosperity in 2019. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean-Pierre Picard 
Colonel 
Chief Dental Officer 

Sanitas in Ore  

Corps dentaire royal canadien – Retour sur l’année 2018 
Bonjour à tous, 
L’année a été mouvementée pour le Corps 
dentaire royal canadien (CDRC), tant chez la 
haute direction que dans les activités 
principales. L’été dernier, nous avons vécu 
beaucoup de changements au sein de la 
direction. J’ai pris la relève du colonel 
Dwayne Lemon à titre de dentiste en chef 
lorsqu’il est devenu commandant adjoint du 
Groupe des Services de santé des Forces 
canadiennes. La 1re Unité dentaire a vu le 
colonel Martin Brochu me remplacer à titre 
de commandant, tandis que l’adjudant-chef 
(Adjuc) Leah Marche est devenue Adjuc de la 
1re Unité dentaire en remplacement de 
l’Adjuc Duane Forward, aujourd’hui à la 
retraite.  
Des efforts transformationnels, tel l’agrément 
et la modernisation du Groupe des Services 
de santé des Forces canadiennes, ont été 
d’un grand intérêt. Le CDRC reste fermement 
déterminé à améliorer continuellement la 
qualité des soins offerts dans l’ensemble de 
l’organisation et à assurer la sécurité des 
patients. S’appuyant sur les efforts fructueux 
qui furent déployés en collaboration avec 
Agrément Canada en 2017 afin d’accréditer 
les cliniques médicales et dentaires du 
Groupe des Services de santé des Forces 
canadiennes partout au Canada, le CDRC 
est maintenant en voie d’obtenir 
l’accréditation de la Commission de 
l’agrément dentaire du Canada. Ce 
cheminement avec ces deux organisations 

nous permettra de mieux utiliser nos 
ressources, de rehausser notre efficacité, 
d’améliorer la qualité générale de nos 
services, de renforcer la sécurité et de 
réduire les risques pour nos patients. Dans le 
but de moderniser le système de soins de 
santé des Forces armées canadiennes 
(FAC), nous avons tout considéré de la 
structure de gouvernance clinique et militaire 
jusqu’aux ressources nécessaires afin de 
remplir nos missions, au pays et à l’étranger, 
en temps de paix et dans le cadre des 
opérations. Ultimement, notre objectif est 
d’avoir « un système de soins de santé 
modernisé, intégré et adaptable qui offre des 
soins uniformes et de grande qualité aux 
membres des FAC, et qui facilite le 
déroulement des opérations des FAC tout en 
assurant la santé et le bien-être des nôtres ». 
Beaucoup de travail a maintenant été 
accompli par l’équipe de modernisation des 
services de santé. Les détails du plan et de 
la stratégie de mise en œuvre pluriannuelle 
sont en voie d’être finalisés et seront bientôt 
annoncés. Grâce à l'agrément et à ses efforts 
de modernisation, le CDRC établit les bases 
pour son succès continu pour les années à 
venir. 
Depuis plus de 103 ans, le personnel du 
CDRC répond de façon exceptionnelle aux 
besoins en santé buccodentaire de nos 
militaires au pays et à l’étranger. Depuis le 
début de mon mandat à titre de dentiste en 
chef, j’ai été très impressionné par le 
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professionnalisme et le dévouement de 
l’équipe remarquable de la Direction des 
services dentaires. L’engagement 
indéfectible du personnel de la 1re Unité 
dentaire à fournir des soins en garnison de 
haute qualité continue à jouer un rôle 
essentiel afin de permettre aux FAC de 
demeurer à la fois réactives et agiles. Les 
membres du CDRC servent aussi notre pays 
avec fierté et professionnalisme dans des 
régions éloignées du monde. Une équipe du 
CDRC, composée d’un(e) dentiste militaire et 
d’un(e) technicien(ne) dentaire, est déployée 
en rotation depuis 2016 dans le cadre de 
l’opération IMPACT en Irak et fournit des 
services dentaires complets à la Coalition. 
Une autre équipe du CDRC a été déployée 
dans le cadre de 
l’opération REASSURANCE, en Lettonie, où 
elle offre un soutien au groupement tactique 
multinational dirigé par le Canada. Nos 
équipes se sont affairées à prodiguer des 
soins de santé buccodentaire dans nos 
cliniques mobiles modernes, aussi connues 
sous le nom de véhicules de soutien dentaire 
moyens. De même, nous avons maintenant 
une équipe du CDRC à bord du navire de 
ravitaillement intérimaire de la Marine 
ASTERIX qui s’occupe des besoins en santé 

buccodentaire de l’équipage. Je m’en 
voudrais de ne pas mentionner le travail 
important de notre équipe d’intervention en 
odontologie médico-légale. Notre équipe 
apporte son appui au Programme 
d’identification des pertes militaires du 
ministère de la Défense Nationale et aide à 
identifier les restes de ceux qui sont morts 
pendant la Première Guerre mondiale, la 
Deuxième Guerre mondiale ou la guerre de 
Corée. Notre équipe maintient également 
une posture de préparation élevée et est 
prête à être déployée rapidement, partout 
dans le monde. Nous pouvons être 
extrêmement fiers de ce que les membres du 
CDRC accomplissent chaque jour partout où 
ils servent.   
Comme le temps des fêtes approche, 
j’aimerais également profiter de l’occasion 
pour vous souhaiter, à vos familles et à vous-
mêmes, un excellent temps des Fêtes, et 
aussi santé, bonheur et prospérité pour 2019. 
Cordialement, 
Colonel Jean-Pierre Picard 
Dentiste en chef 

Sanitas in Ore 

Words from the Colonel 
Commandant 

It is appropriate at this time of the year to 
take stock of where we’ve been in order to 
assess where we are going and how we plan 
to get there. The past twelve months have 
produced significant change in the Corps, 
particularly in its leadership. 
Characteristically, the RCDC has weathered 
those adjustments, thanks to the inherent 
resiliency of its highly motivated and qualified 
personnel as well as the capable and 
visionary qualities of its leaders. Beginning at 
the very top with Col Jean Pierre Picard, as 
our new CDO, Colonel Dwayne Lemon, in his 
groundbreaking role as deputy Commander 
of CFHSG, Colonel Martin Brochu, as the 
new CO 1 DU, and CWOs Mario Bizier and 
Leah Marche keeping things in step, the 
future appears to be in skillful and 
experienced hands indeed. Accompanying those personnel permutations 

as well as others throughout the Corps, we 
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are once again on the threshold of major 
structural changes as as well--- changes 
designed to consolidate successes achieved 
and, most importantly, to enhance our 
capacities of providing the CAF with modern 
and efficient Health Services, tailored to meet 
the ever shifting demands of contemporary 
circumstances. 
As a Corps veteran of over half a century, I 
can readily confirm that such permutations 
are not entirely new. The Corps continues to 
be a work in progress and that is what has 
made it such a respected and adaptable 
organization. So all I would say at this 
juncture is “Hang on for the ride!” While it 
may be a bit scary and foreboding at times, it 
should also be an exciting journey that will 
help us meet future challenges with 
increased confidence and ostensibly better 
overall results. 
To all who serve, and have served, our 
outstanding Royal Canadian Dental Corps I 
extend my fondest congratulations for all of 
your past achievements as well as my 
personal best wishes for continued success 
in all of the years to come. 

Mots du Colonel Commandant 
Il semblerait opportun à ce moment de 
l’année de prendre note du passé afin de 
bien planifier l’avenir! Ce passé a été marqué 
par des changements majeurs dans le Corps 
dentaire, en particulier au niveau du 
leadership. Cependant, grâce au dynamisme 
caractéristique de son personnel, ces 
changements n’auront occasionné aucune 
perturbation importante au bon 

fonctionnement de l’organisation. Le 
leadership requis sera en effet fermement 
assuré par notre nouveau Dentiste en chef, 
le Colonel Jean-Pierre Picard, avec l’appui 
du Colonel Dwayne Lemon, nouvellement 
installé comme Commandant Adjoint des 
Services de santé, du Colonel Martin Brochu 
comme Commandant de la 1iere Unité 
dentaire, ainsi que des AdjC Mario Bizier et 
Leah Marche. L’avenir du Corps sera donc 
en très bonnes mains! 
En plus de ces défis plus ou moins normaux 
dans un contexte militaire, des changements 
administratifs et structurels seraient aussi à 
prévoir, visant à assurer les meilleurs soins 
possibles pour tous nos militaires en toutes 
circonstances.  
Ayant participé personnellement à de telles 
affaires pendant plus d’un demi siècle, je 
peux vous confirmer qu’il n’y a rien de 
tellement nouveau à ce chapitre. Le Corps 
dentaire demeure toujours une œuvre en 
cours et c’est en effet cette capacité 
d’adaptation extraordinaire qui le rend si 
admiré et respecté. Alors, demeurez à 
l’antenne parce que, en dépit des craintes 
normales que cela peut susciter, ce sera 
sans doute une péripétie des plus 
intéressantes, produisant une organisation 
plus robuste avec des résultats tout à la 
hauteur des besoins contemporains.  
J’aimerais donc profiter de cette 
occasion pour féliciter tous ceux et celles 
qui ont contribué, et continuent de 
contribuer, aux succès accomplis à date, 
et offrir mes souhaits les plus sincères 
pour toutes leurs réalisations futures!  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Op RENEW 

Op RENEW was created as a result of concerns 
expressed at the CDA AGM in Feb ’18 about the 
lack of effective interactions between and 
among CDA members.  The members asked 
the CDA Secretarial to undertake a fundamental 
and detailed reassessment of the Conference’s 
mandate and the working relationship with and 
among the forty-one member Associations.  
Based on this direction, the Secretariat has been 
leading a careful, and purposeful review of fundamental issues like the mandate, role, and objectives of 
the CDA; roles and responsibilities for both the Secretariat and the member associations (Including both 
the overall CDA operating model and ways that the Secretariat and the different member associations can 
support one another); a realistic and relevant CDA value proposition; and the overall CDA business 
model. 

This discussion has been conducted carefully and with the fullest possible participation and feedback 
from the member associations.  The process proceeded in stages, with each progressive stage being 
reported back to the membership to ensure participation and legitimacy of the findings.  The most recent 
document was the Project Summary, which was posted to the CDA website in mid-Nov and discussed at 
the CDA Member Meeting on 27 Nov (Major Op Renew documents are available on the CDA website at 
http://cdacanada.ca/op-renew/ ).  Final comments and responses to the Project Summary are currently 
being collected and will be used to develop a final Project Recommendation to be voted on at the AGM on 
11 Feb ’19.  Although final comments cannot be confirmed until the Project Recommendation has been 
written, tabled, and approved, some of the obvious themes already coming out of the overall Op RENEW 
discussions include the following: 

•The prime role and purpose of the CDA remains one of advocacy, although we should work to make our 
advocacy process more assertive, effective and dynamic, and we should expand our advocacy 
activities to include education or sensitization of the public; 

•The CDA Secretariat has an important role to play as a mediator or facilitator to encourage sharing of 
ideas, suggestions, and best practices between associations; 

•The CDA requires more active and dynamic participation from its member associations; and 

•The CDA needs to develop a sustainable business model. 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
What have you been up to lately? Your colleagues would like to hear from you. Please email your 
submission directly to rcdca_acdrc@icloud.com (it is easier for me to cut and paste from an electronic 
submission) or include a note with your membership form. 

Andy Baird, Halifax, NS.   Jan 2018 
Hello all, 
Since retiring in Nov of 2013 from the CR 3 position at Dent Det Shearwater, Rita and I have been 
keeping fairly busy. I did a couple of short term contracts at the Det in Halifax, we sold our house in Cole 
Harbour and moved into a nice apartment in Dartmouth, we have travelled south several times a year to 
vacation in Florida, South Carolina, Cuba, Mexico and California plus there have been many trips to 
Ottawa and Exeter On to spend time with the kids and grandchildren. When we are at home, Rita keeps 
busy with her sewing and she makes finger puppets and stocking caps for the children at the IWK. I run a 
jam session in our building common room on Thursday evenings for a group of wannabe musicians that 
now have grown to around 13 participants. I also play guitar with some friends at several seniors homes 
in the area about four times a month and I also played once a week with a group on the boardwalk in 
Eastern Passage this past July. We are regulars a couple of times a month for the dances at the 
Newfoundland Club and travel in a circle of about 25 like minded friends and acquaintances. About three 
or four times a year, I get together with some of the retired RCDC folks in this neck of the woods for lunch 
so if your interested in joining us, we usually announce the dates on the Friends of CFDS Facebook 
page. 
 In May Rita and I will celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary which we will spend at a condo we have 
rented for the month of May in Palm Springs. We are definitely looking forward to that. 
Our two dogs both turned 15 in Dec and surprisingly are still fairly healthy for their age. I had a comment 
from the checkout clerk at Sobey's saying that looking at my order he should come for supper at my 
place. I had to break the news to him that this food was for the dogs and that I was probably having 
beans and weiners. Anyhow I've rambled enough, a big wave to all from beautiful Nova Scotia on the wild 
and wooly Atlantic coast. 

Jim Hennessy, Calgary, AB.    Jan 2018 
I retired from CFDS in Sept 1996 but continued to serve until Sept 1998.  My last job was CO of a medical 
unit dual-located in Edmonton and Calgary. My 38 years of service encompassed 19 years reserve 
…..RCEME, Artillery (50 FD), Infantry (Hast & PER + QOR of C) and Medical (15 Med Coy)….and 19 
years reg force (CFDS). After retirement I was in private practice in Calgary…sold my practice in 2002 but 
stayed on as an associate at purchaser’s request….was then employed as staff dentist for Correctional 
Services Canada at Drumheller and Bowden medium security penitentiaries starting in 2008 until final 
retirement on 31 July 2017. 
I have been married to Josie (nee Serra) since July 1966.  We are both in good health although I’m on the 
surgeon’s list for knee replacement surgery this year. I am active in my Rotary Club and I work pro bono 
on Friday afternoons at the CUPS drop-in clinic. My golf game is poor (I know Goheen would say it has 
always been that way) and I now curl using the “stick” due to these crappy knees. I have come to realize 
that getting old isn’t for wimps. Josie and I travel to our time-share in Mexico annually and we usually take 
at least one cruise per year. We are having a blast watching our grand-kids grow. We are truly blessed to 
have such a great family. 
Our oldest son Jeff is the Dean of Arts at Acadia University in Wolfville NS where he resides with wife Erin 
and 14 year old son Rory. Erin is a former dental officer with CFDS (served from 2000 to 2008 with 
postings to Kingston and Halifax) and now owns and operates a private practice with one associate  and 
several hygienists in Wolfville NS. She is presently the president of the Nova Scotia Dental Association. 
Rory is serving in air cadets and wants to be a pilot. He has a flight simulator at home which rivals the 
ones used by Air Canada and Westjet to train their pilots. He is also a darn good basketball player. 
Our youngest son Sean is a partner at Deloitte.  He lives here in Calgary with wife Chantel, daughters 
Kaitlyn (14), Lauren (12) and Tyler (9). They are a very active family with kids involved in dance, 
basketball, hockey, golf and baseball. 
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I count myself extremely fortunate to have served in CFDS with some outstanding people. First and 
foremost being Colonel Harold Brogan who was the best boss I ever had. He was my boss, my mentor 
and my friend. He passed away at far too young an age. He was easily (in my opinion) the best leader 
RCDC/CFDS ever had.  Other great folks I served with (in no particular order) were Kevin Goheen, Dave 
Jones, Terry James, Peter Paige, Derek Bowering, Grey Lysechko, Gord Jones and Peter McQueen. 
There were many others whose names I’ve forgotten for which I apologize. 
Cheers… Jim Hennessy 

Yves Ayotte, Jan 2018  
First, I would like to thank you and all the team members for the excellent work that you are producing for 
all members of the RCDCA and, at the same time wish you all the best for the New Year. 
 For myself, I keep busy and out of trouble. It is my fifth year out of retirement, and I am not complaining, 
although, reading your emails on the RCDCA brings back great memories. I will never say loud enough 
how much I have learned as a manager and as a professional in the CF, and how much it as been a 
growing experience. If I had the choice to do it again, I would sure do it, with a few adjustments. 
 I still paint ( I have joined a couple of my last paintings, major change in style and subjects), take my 
violin lessons and play in the school orchestra at the two show that we prepare for Xmas and June, play 
badminton two hours every weeks, play golf and do lots of shovelling, daily push ups… etc. to keep the 
mind and body in shape. 
Maggie and I manage a couple of trips a year, one in the south at the end of winter and one in Europe in 
the Fall, although, this Fall we are planning to go to China… 
Hope that this mail finds everyone in great spirit, Yves Ayotte LCOL, Ret’d 
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Harry Ayerst, Barrie, ON.   March 2018 
My wife Eilene and l are still enjoying our retirement years here in Barrie. We are still in good health and 
enjoy the winter months curling and summer months golfing and travelling, using our time share. Our 
favourite locations are S. Carolina and Virginia. 
Our daughter Sandra and her husband Rob live in Elora, about a one and half hour drive, lots of driving 
back and forth to visit them and our two grand-dogs. 
We still keep in touch with a few Lab Rats and other RCDC personal and always enjoy our times together. 
l commend the Association team for all their efforts, and hope the Association will remain healthy. 
Harry 

Kerry Mathers, Kitchener, ON.    March 2018 
1961 seems like yesterday - Andy was a great teacher and mentor. In many ways I wished I had stayed in 
with Harold Brogan and Morley Deyette, But Mr Hellyer was ‘unifying’ everything and my three questions 
were answered as follows: 

1.  When could I go overseas?  - ‘We Don’t Know’ 
2.  When Could I go to Post-grad? - ‘We Don’t Know’ 

      3.  When would I be promoted? - ‘We Don’t Know 
Goodbye Dental Corps June 964 - returned to Kitchener-Waterloo and the rest is history! 
Cheers, Kerry - ‘Band of Brothers’ 
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Richard “Dick” O’Mara , St Catharines , ON, December 2018  
Last April, we decided to move back to St Catharines , ON, on short notice. We saw a nice bungalow 
townhouse in a nice condo development in St Catharines. Being Andree and I are in our 80's now, we 
decided to move from Port Dover back to St Catharines where we would have near by senior services, 
like public transportation, hospitals etc. We came, and looked at the condo, and we loved it, so we bought 
it outright. We sold our house in Port Dover,  moved in May to what I think, maybe ( I hope) will be our last 
move .... Thank goodness, you never know how much "good stuff"we accumulate during the 12 good 
years we spent in Port Dover. The unit we bought is spacious, approx. 1300 sq. ft.on the main floor, with 
full lower level, with walk out. If anyone is traveling down this way. Please look us up. BTW.... Both of us 
are still in good shape, and getting around without too much difficulty. I didn't get to golf last season .... 
Maybe next year.shares some thoughts about his RCDC service.  
Opinion:  Years ago when I was on my Group 3 Lab Tech course at the RCDC School in Camp Border, 
pre 1966/67 when we still wore battledress, The school Commandant, Col Craigie used to wander in and 
out of our lab course room, stopping to talk with the course candidates, always inquiring about something, 
and taking an interest in what we were learning. And on saying that, I found that the Commandant, Col. 
Craigie very enjoyable to talk with.  
Years later, when I had just come back from a UN tour in Egypt, early summer 1974, 14 Dent Unit had a 
"learning conference" at CFB Val Cartier, where all members of 14 Dent. Unit took part. As I entered the 
reception hall, I heard a voice say O'MARA in a loud tone, I turned, and it was Gen Craigie, and I 
answered "Yes Sir"....He said "come here", which I did .... And he asked "how was Egypt" I told him we 
(the dental detachment ) had a great tour. He inquires about the supplies and equipment, I started to 
explain, that they could have been better. He then said, "I want you do to a report on the equipment and 
supplies, and any deficiencies, that could be corrected. I answered "Yes Sir". He then told me, that he 
would send instructions through my Dental Unit Commander. We then had a talk about the "lab trade", 
and I asked about , why Dental Laboratory Technicians never had a chance to go to a Dental Laboratory 
Convention, His reply was...."You show me one, and I will send you" . Later that summer Gen. Craigie 
suddenly passed away at a mess dinner. 

Approximately one week later in 14 Dent Unit in St Hubert, I was called into the Col. X's office, and was 
told, that he had received instructions from DGDS, Gen Craigie, that I was to prepare a report on 
deficiencies on equipment and supplies that were sent on the initial deployment of the Dental Team to 
Egypt Nov. 1973. I was also told by the Dent Unit Commander, Col. X, that I was to do this report on my 
own time .... Not on Army time. I worked on this comprehensive report, it took approximately a month to 
do. I got the report typed by an outside source. When I presented the report to Col. X, he told me "that he 
will not accept any responsibility for the report ", and he then stated, "that he will include a letter stating 
that he did not edit the report"   

About a year and a half later, I was at a retirement  Mess Dinner in Ottawa, and I approach Col Dyette, 
and asked him, why I didn't even get a "thank you note” for doing the report about equipment and 
supplies in Egypt. He replied, and said "Gen. Craigie had sent a letter of commendation, commending 
you for an excellent report". I then told him "I didn't get it". He then replied, "I will send you a copy" ..... I 
said "thank you, Sir” 
About a week later, I got a letter from the Dental Directorate with a copy of Gen Craigie’s response. It was 
an impressive letter, and I made a copy of it, and attached it to a memo to the Base Dent. Office, and 
asked him if it could be put on my "pers file"..... He then sent it to the 14 Dent. Unit HQ.  
A day latter, I got a call from HQ, and was asked to report to Col. X, which I did. He was visibly upset, and 
asked me "where did I get this copy, of the letter from Gen. Craigie". I stated Col Deyette had sent it to 
me. He then stated, "I had no business seeing that letter, because it was addressed to him, not me".. I 
was then dismissed. 
In the meantime, I had got posted to CFB Calgary, and one day I got a call from Gen.Thompson, and he 
stated, that he had found a memo in Gen. Craigie papers, that I was to be sent to a Dental Laboratory 
Technicians convention in New York City, and that I was to make my way by service flight to Trenton, and 
service bus to CFB Toronto to meet up with MWO Roy Todd, and then off to New York aboard Air 
Canada .... I can tell you..... It was a very interesting convention, and upon returning to CFB Calgary, I 
wrote up a report describing the highlites, and new techniques that I had attended to, during the training 
sessions. 
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Now, on saying all of this, I have served under quite  a few people  in my military career, and from the 
start, when I first met Col. Craigie, I was impressed with him, he took an interest in the Lab Tech's class at 
the Dental School in Borden, and when I met him again when he was the DGDS,  at the conference in 
CFB Val Cartier. This senior office was not standoffish, but was personally interested in what you had to 
say. He made a promise to me, about sending me to a Lab Tech's convention, and Gen Thompson 
followed through on it  .... I have nothing but praise and respect for Gen Craigie. 
Ed note: In the interest of maintaining a positive tone both within the Association and particularly in this 
newsletter, and because Col X is not able to respond, I chose to withhold his name. 

Peter Morin, Aurora, ON    January 2018 
I lost the light of my life to long-term care on 2 June 2017 after 57 years of constant companionship. 
From Cold Lake 1960 to Edmonton to Germany with 4CIB at Fort MacLeod, Lois has always been my 
‘rock’. Alzheimers is a tragic ’no hope’ illness. Such a vibrant and happy person. Her grandchildren, 
children and great-grandchildren showed their love and appreciation on December 16th - a Christmas 
party in her honour was given and attended by 14-16 grandchildren and great-grandchildren at the 
Chartwell Long Term Care Residence. A few even had to return to Ottawa the same night after our 
reunion.

We now have a couple of great-grandchildren: Tristan Xavier (Vicki and MacKenzie) and Cali (Melissa and 
Lawrence).

My nights are long but at 83 years old we must continue and keep busy.


Robert Bowes , Vancouver, BC 

(RCDC Captain 1971-76) 
was recently awarded the 
Sovereign's Medal for 
Volunteers at an award 
ceremony in Government 
House, Victoria BC. 
Lieutenant-Governor 
Janet Austin (see photo) 
presented the award 
to Bob for his volunteer 
activities over the past six 
years with an organization 
that provides services 
(language training, social 
and workplace mentoring, 
and job interview skills) to 
new Canadians living 
in the Vancouver area. 
Bob's wife Elizabeth 
(Dibby), his daughter 
Katherine and 
granddaughter Grace 
were in attendance at the 
ceremony. 
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Derek Decloux, Captain (Retired)  moved to 
Dundas, Ontario in December 2017, graduated 
from the University of Toronto’s Dental Anaesthesia 
Residency Program in September 2018, and 
recently began practice in Hamilton, Ontario.  The 
Decloux family is expecting a new addition to the 
family in April 2019.

William Budzinski, Ottawa, December 2018 
Here is an update of our life in retirement in Ottawa and our activities of the recent past. 
My wife Janice and I are enjoying our children and grandchildren who all reside in Ottawa. I frequently 
socialize with several RCDCA  members by way of coffee dates, luncheons and the Remembrance Day 
Ceremony: as well I am on the executive committee of the RCDCA.  
During the summer I golf with Peter McQueen, Cliff Beauchamp and Andy Lecompte who is Bonnie 
Lecompte’s husband; she was the DGDS secretary at Division for Fred Begin and Jim Wright . 
During the winter we spend the first three months in Tucson, AZ. ; this will be our 6th year into 2019. We  
are 90 miles south of Mesa, AZ. where Peter McQueen and several RCDCA members winter. Peter and I 
get together three or four times during Jan. Feb. Mar. for visits and golf while the ladies are shopping. I 
have also had several dinner reunions in Mesa with RCDCA members there: Beth Brogan, Maurice 
Friedman, Wayne Cudmore, David Jones (an authentic German Gasthaus). 
I must say that retirement is great as long as our health remains sound. I wish all members and their 
families good health, prosperity, and life’s enjoyment. 

Dr. David Stevenson, Carleton Place, President Ontario Dental 
Association 

Dr. Stevenson’s dental career began as a Captain with the Royal Canadian 
Dental Corps. He served four years overseas attached to the 2nd Battalion 
of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry stationed at Canadian Air 
Force Base Baden-Sölingen, in what was then known as West Germany. 
When he returned to Canada in 1990, Dr. Stevenson began practicing 
dentistry alongside his wife in the small, but growing, Ottawa Valley 
community, where he still lives and treats patients. Dr. Stevenson has 
served on numerous ODA committees and task forces, including chairing 
the Economics Committee. In 2011, his contributions were recognized with 
the ODA’s Service Award. 
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Geoff Iverson,  LCol (Ret’d), Cultus Lake, BC, November 2018. 
I had another interesting year of wonderful retirement here in B.C.  We did a lot of skiing at Sun Peaks to 
start the new year and took  a few trips down south working around my wife Gloria's work schedule. After 
a winter of skiing it was off to Mexico to warm up. With my wife’s support, I trained hard all spring and 
summer and competed again on Sept. 19 in the Half Ironman Aquabike which is a 2 km swim followed by 
a 90km bike race. Training hard and dropping 22 pounds led to a personal best time finishing in the top 
half overall which was very satisfying for a 66 year old. 
A few days later we headed to New Brunswick to attend a wedding. After landing in Fredericton, we took 
the opportunity to visit the dental detachment at CFB Gagetown where I had a great tour of the clinic by 
the Det. Commander.  Much to my surprise one of my former dental assistants Marsha still worked there 
now as a civilian DA. She actually recognized my voice out in the hall and came out to great me. Boy did 
that bring back wonderful memories of working in Gagetown, 
We then flew to Newfoundland and drove from St. John’s to the west coast over a one week road trip. It 
was an amazing trip and it should be on everyone’s bucket list to see all the amazing tourist and historical 
sights that the province has to offer. 
On Nov. 11 Gloria and I attended the Remembrance Day ceremony held in Chilliwack which further 
brought back a lot of military memories. I have come to realize that we are all still Military in our hearts 
even when we are retired. 
I would like to wish everyone a safe and healthy 2019. 
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LAST POST  
 

We Will Remember Them  

Tom ROUTLEDGE, Captain 

Jean BOUCHARD, Sergeant 
Charles J SIVELL, Major 

Jacques BRISEBOIS, CWO 

Roe Billington JACKSON, Colonel 
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ROUTLEDGE, Tom (Captain) January 30, 1955-March 10, 2018.  
Tom passed away in the Burnaby General Hospital Palliative care 
unit at the too young age of 63. He was diagnosed with Glioblastoma, 
Grade 4, in November 2017 and lost his battle with this most 
aggressive Brain Cancer. 
Born and raised in Vancouver, Tom attended Kerrisdale, and Laurier 
Elementary Schools, Churchill High School and UBC. In 1976 Tom 
headed to the University of Toronto to pursue his dream of being a 
dentist. After graduating in 1980, he served in the Canadian Armed 
Forces as a dentist, at the Base, and at Royal Military College, in 
Kingston Ontario. Tom returned home in 1984 to open his general 
practice in Coquitlam. Affectionately known to his patients as Dr. Tom, 
he was a gentle, caring and empathetic dentist. He was thrilled and 
humbled to treat the children and then the grandchildren of his 
original patients. Tom was also an enthusiastic Forensic Odontologist. 
He considered his work with BCFORT, where he helped re-unite 
families with the remains of their missing loved ones, as his most 
important contribution. He was proud to have been recognized in 
2015 by the Lieutenant Governor of BC for this Forensic work when 
he was awarded the British Columbia Community Achievement 
Award. 

He loved sports, most especially soccer, Fire Halls and above all his family. 
Tom was pre-deceased by his parents John and Isobel. 
Mourning this terrible loss are his High School Sweetheart and wife of 41 years Barbara, his adored 
daughters Rachel and Allie, as well his many relatives, friends, and colleagues. 
We will all remember him as an extraordinarily kind and generous man who always tried to do good. 
In lieu of flowers a donation can be made to The Brain Tumour Foundation of Canada, 
www.braintumour.ca 

 BOUCHARD, Jean (Sergeant DE Tech) 1949 - 2018. À l'Hôtel-Dieu de 
Lévis, le 19 février 2018, à l’âge de 68 ans et 5 mois, est décédé M. 
Jean Bouchard, époux de dame Olivette Jalbert, fils de feu M. Fernand 
Bouchard et de feu dame Thérèse Parent. Il demeurait à Lévis et natif de 
Rivière-du-Loup. 
La famille recevra les condoléances au funérarium Marc-André Rioux 
ltée, 169, Lafontaine, Rivière-du-Loup, le samedi 5 mai, à compter de 
midi, suivi d’une cérémonie d’adieu qui sera célébrée à 14 h, en la salle 
commémorative du funérarium. L’inhumation des cendres se fera au 
cimetière de St-Patrice ultérieurement. 
Il laisse dans le deuil, son épouse Olivette ; ses fils : Steve (Isabelle 
Dubuc), Hans (Marilyne Maloney) ; et ses soeurs : Lise (Guy Cutnam), 
Maryse (feu Jean-Marc Gagné), Marie-Josée (Bruno Robert) ;  
Vos marques de sympathie peuvent s’exprimer par un don aux 
Diabétiques-Amis du K.R.T.B., CP 1463, Rivière-du-Loup G5R 4M1. 
Formulaires disponibles au funérarium. 

SIVELL, Charles (Major). Born December 31,1922, passed away 
January 30, 2018. Dr Sivell served as aircrew during WWII. After 
graduation from dental school he served in the RCDC, including 
service in the Korean War. His son forwarded many interesting 
photos that are included on the next page. 
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Major Charles J. Sivell 
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Jacques Brisebois, (Chief Warrant Officer) 1944-2018. À 
l’hôpital St-François d’Assise, le 18 octobre 2018, à l’âge de 73 
ans et 11 mois, est décédé monsieur Jacques Brisebois, époux 
de dame Yvonne St-Pierre Brisebois, fils de feu madame Anna 
Boucher et de feu monsieur Lazare Brisebois. Il demeurait à 
Québec. 

Il laisse dans le deuil, son épouse : Yvonne St-Pierre Brisebois; 
ses filles : Janie, Claudie (Declan Kelly); son petit fils : Léo Kelly; 
ses sœurs : sa jumelle Jacqueline (feu Raymond Parent), 
Pierrette (feu Wilfrid Beaulieu), France (feu Jean-Luc Dubeau), 
Robertine (feu Jean-Paul Leclerc); il est allé rejoindre ses frères 
et sœurs : feu Aline (feu Yvan Vaillant), feu Claire (feu Jean-Paul 
Fournier), feu Robert (Murielle), feu Philippe, feu Huguette, feu 
Thérèse (feu Roland Guérette). Il laisse également dans le deuil 
ses neveux, nièces, cousins, cousines, parents et ami(es). 
Un sincère remerciement au personnel de l’Unité de Courte 
Durée Gériatrie du CHUL et au personnel du centre 
d’hébergement d’Assise pour leur dévouement, pour la qualité 

des soins prodigués et le support apporté. 
 

Roe Billington Jackson, (Colonel) April 12, 1919 – 
October 14, 2018. 
On October 14, 2018 our father died peacefully in his home 
at the age of 99. Roe enjoyed 44 years in the Seal Bay 
house and spent his last day enjoying the ocean view with 
his children at his side. He is predeceased by his loving wife 
Doris (nee Heels) and is survived by his daughter Nancy 
Greene (David McGee), sons John (Nancy) and Robert 
(Jodi), his grandchildren Charlie, Katie, Colin, Patrick, 
Jessica and Michelle and his great grandchildren Trent, 
Jade, Willa- Jean, Angus and Gavin. 
Roe was born in Winnipeg Manitoba on April 12, 1919. His 
early summers were spent working on his grandfather’s 
farm in Clinton Ontario. Dentistry was our father’s chosen 
vocation and he studied at the University of Toronto. When 
the war years ensued, Roe joined the Canadian Army as a 
Dental Officer and served aboard the fighting ships of the 
Royal Navy during the Pacific Campaign. Shortly after the 
war, a broken leg landed Roe in the hospital where he met a 
beautiful blonde haired nurse who called herself “Dot.” With 
Dot at his side, Roe served in the military for 28 years. Upon 
retiring, mom and dad settled in Comox. 
Retirement for dad was spent fishing aboard The Letne, 
golfing with mom, enjoying the outdoors, counting his cars, 
painting, and studying many topics that intrigued his 
inquiring mind. But one of our father’s proudest 
accomplishments in life was being a “Jumper.” Family 

gatherings never passed without dad regaling us with his concocted battle address to the young soldiers 
under his command: 

Somewhere the sun is shining, 
Somewhere the songbirds dwell. 
Hook up your lines me hearties, 

You’re on the road to hell! 
Follow me! 

Soft landing dad and remember to bend your knees and roll. We love you and we miss you. 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UNEF 1966/1967 
 

By Major (retired) Justin McNeill      

During the summer of 1966, I was working at 
the Stadacona Dental Clinic in Halifax. 
Captain Jack Thompson was posted in from 
Cornwallis. He was happy about that, but not 
the fact that he was first posted to Gaza Strip 
in Egypt. Jack had planned his wedding in 
September so he was most unhappy. I, on 
the other hand, envied his posting to Egypt. 
Over a couple of beers, we decided to ask for 
a posting exchange. We sent our request up 
the chain, and, to our pleasant surprise, it 
worked. Jack didn’t entirely escape UN duty 
as a year later he was posted to Cyprus. 
Anyway, in early August, I found myself in the 
Sinai Desert in the middle of a heat wave, 
thinking, “What the hell have I got myself into 
now?” 
Time passed quickly with Major Gerry 
Bisaillon and I providing treatment for 
approximately 1000 Canadian personnel, 
including the Air Force detachment at El 
Erish, which was 30 kilometers away. In 
addition, we treated the UN civilians and 
dependents, and, for the first six months, 
provided emergency treatment for the Sikh 
Battalion until they had their own dentist 
posted in.  

The Brazilian and Yugoslavian Battalions each had a dental team. The hospital was run by the 
Danes.  
For several months the hospital x-ray machine was broken and I became quite proficient at 
using the dental x-ray machine for broken fingers, wrists, arms and even a femur. 
I often accompanied the hospital staff 
doing sick parade out in the desert. 
Who knew that a Jeep bumper was a 
good patient seat for extractions? 
During my tour, I treated patients from 
seventeen different countries - a real 
education in world dentistry. 
We weren’t allowed into Israel, but I 
managed two trips to Cairo, Athens 
and a ski trip to Austria. I also went to 
Jerusalem, the most interesting parts 
of which were in Jordan at the time. 
Beirut was a beautiful city and the Air 
Force flew into there several times a 
week. On-Base recreation included a 
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soft ball league, movies every night, swimming in the ocean near-by, clubs for various activities 
and a well-stocked PX. 
Life continued in a relaxed manner until the 18th of May 1967 when Egypt moved its forces up to 
the Israeli border and ordered the UN to leave. An orderly withdrawal was in progress when 
something was said in Ottawa that was interpreted by Egypt as being pro-Israel. Canadians 
were given 48 hours to get out. 
It couldn’t be done within 48 hours, but was mainly completed in 72 hours; and we got out with 
all of our personnel effects. At first we had been told that we could only take one kit bag. In hind 
sight, leaving just before the 6-Day War broke out was a stroke of good fortune, as some of the 
earliest fighting took place right in the area of our Base and 18 UN personnel were killed. 
In the rush, a lot of paper work was either not done, or was lost or misdirected. Dental HQ in 
Edmonton knew I was posted there, but no dates were received. Colonel Garth Evans was 
expecting that I would take the normal 30 days leave granted after a one-year unaccompanied 
posting. In fact I had taken those 30 days, plus unused UN leave and a bunch of accumulated 
leave, plus travel time. 
I was taking my time visiting family and friends “down home”, bought a new ’67 Mustang, spent 
a week at Expo ’67, had a leisurely drive across Canada, and ended up in Edmonton the first 
week of August, when I promptly reported to Dental HQ. Colonel Evans verbally pinned me to 
the wall, informing me of the dire consequences of being AWOL, and the fact that he had 
already reported me to the MPs, and “What the hell was I thinking?”  When I was finally able to 
get a word in edgewise I showed him my leave pass and travel orders. I didn’t think it was the 
time to tell him that I still had my regular annual leave still to take. 
Thus ended my first year as a Dental Officer. 
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A Lost Piece of Dental Corps History Found 

Lieutenant-Colonel Orland Kingsley Gibson O.B.E., M.B.E., DDS 
by Colonel (Retired) Scott Becker OMM, CD, DDS, QHDS, NSS, FPFA 

Lt.Col O.K. Gibson was the first Deputy-Director of our Dental 
Corps and by all historical accounts was far more than just 
OK, he was a lifelong overachiever and a star of his time.  
We all know that Col J.A. Armstrong was our first Director, or 
Chief Dentist as he was initially appointed, but who knew who 
our first Deputy was? Until recently I certainly did not. I can 
attest that any successful Director has a strong supporting 
staff and even at the CADC inception, this was no exception.  
So let’s back up a bit. How did this story come to light? While 
socializing over a scotch or two with my good neighbours 
Dave and Susan Gibson not long after our Dental Corps 
Centennial we were discussing the Corps history. Susan, 
being the Gibson family historian, mentions that Dave had a 
great uncle who was a military dentist. “Really, when did he 
serve?” I asked. “During the first World War I believe.” she 
replied. “And I think he was a Major or Lieutenant-Colonel, 
something like that.”  Wow, I was thinking, knowing there 
were very few senior officers at that time and even fewer 
when the CADC was created.  I literally ran across the street 
back to my house to retrieve my copy of The Story of the 
Royal Canadian Dental Corps by H.M. Jackson.(1956).  Sure 
enough, there on page 294 was Gibson, O.K. Major, 43rd 
Regt., right under Armstrong’s name. Lt. Col Armstrong is 
also listed as being part of the same 43rd Regt. The potential 
significance of his story and role triggered an investigative 
process with Susan on a mission now to dig up his story and whatever family material might still exist. 
Susan and Dave Gibson get full credit for all the material for this article. I am merely trying to tell the story. 

He was born on 21 Jun 1879 in Morrisburg, Dundas County 
Ontario and was an Ottawa boy in his youth. As the son of 
William Campbell Gibson and Rachael Bush, his family was 
well known as his father founded the WC. Gibson and Son 
Biscuit factory which at that time became the leading and 
largest biscuit firm in Eastern Ontario.  
In 1891 he made the Honour Roll at Central School West, 
passed the Collegiate entrance exams in 1892 (age 13) 
and then attended the Ottawa Collegiate Institute.  It was 
there in 1895 he won the all-around athletic championship 
winning long jump, and placing second in each of the half-
mile, mile, and triple jump competitions.  Not bad for young 
man of a moderate stature who fully grown would not 
exceed 5’6” in height. By 1897 he was President of the 
School’s literary and debating society. 
Mr OK Gibson entered Toronto University in 1897 for an 
arts course and continued his athletic interests there 
making several Varsity teams in hockey and canoeing. He 
played on the junior Varsity team that won the Ontario 
championships in 1897.   
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The records get a little fuzzy for a couple years as to his location but an Ottawa Journal sports article of 
17 September 1899 has OK Gibson on a week long try-out with the Ottawa RoughRiders for the position 
of quarterback with two other individuals.  Seems that didn’t work out (likely 5’6” was a little short for that 
job even back then) as Kingsley was off to Dental School at the University of Toronto in October 1899. His 
father had passed away in April of that year. 
Sometime shortly after entering dental school he joined the Britannia Boating Club, the Ottawa Canoe 
Club and became competitive in canoeing. In an Open Fours category he was one of the “Britannia Four” 
that stroked his teams to Canadian and American Championships winning “Champions of America” titles 
in 1901 and 1902. His 1902 championship was won after graduating from dental school. 

Newly graduated in 1902, Dr. OK Gibson’s office moved around from McLeod St to the corner of Metcalfe 
and Gloucester before settling his dental practice on the NW corner of Albert and Bank St in Ottawa with 
his brother-in-law Dr WR Greene. Gibson bought shares in the nearby Chambers building on Bank St and 
moved his practice there by 1904. 
Gibson joined the Milita in 1904 as a Second Lieutenant with the 43rd Regiment, B Company, Duke of 
Cornwall’s Own Rifles. He was promoted to Lieutenant by 1906 but worthy of note is that Capt JA 
Armstrong is also listed as part of the same regiment in 1906. The two dentists became close associates 
and likely friends at that time as later military documents will suggest. 
Evidently not content with only dental practice and militia duties, he continued his competitive canoeing 
career with the Canadian Canoe Association(CCA), winning several titles and rising to Rear-Commodore 
of the CCA in 1906. By 1908 he was Commodore of the CCA, a position he would hold twice, and retired 
from active competition. Somewhere along the line he learned piano and was listed as the accompanist 
for two singers at the annual Ottawa Dental Society banquet in 1909.   
On 25 Sept 1912, now Captain Gibson, Commanding No.4 Company 43rd Regiment D.C.O.R. was 
married to Hazel Deane McNeill. A function was held for him that same day by the Officers and Sergants 
of the Regmt where gifts were given of a gold and crystal clock along with silver and pearl cutlery. The 
presentations were made on behalf of the Commanding Officer, Lt.Col Dewar, and a Lt.Col Helmer who 
gave expression of the “universal esteem in which Capt. Gibson is held by all ranks.” 
Kingsley and Hazel had a daughter in 1914. There is no further mention of this daughter anywhere so it is 
possible she did not survive as an infant. This marriage will sadly only last 3 years when Hazel at the age 
of 28 contracts and dies from meningitis in August 1915 at the outset of the war.  
He became more involved in the local and regional dental societies and he was elected Secretary-
Treasurer of the Eastern Ontario Dental Association (EODA) on 4 July 1914. He would subsequently be 
elected President of the EODA. His Obit says that he was among the members of the dental profession 
who attended THE meeting when the Canadian Dental Association was formed. 
Due to his 13 years of Militia service he was enrolled in the CADC as a Major on 12 May 1915, at the age 
of 32.  His Attestation for Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force was signed on 25 May 1915. Note 
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that the witness signature on the form is Lt.Col J.A. Armstrong himself, evidently with him at the signing, 
adding to the idea of their close association. 

The Ottawa Journal 19 June 1915 has a lengthy article about “A patriotic tea in aid of the Canadian 
Dental Overseas Corps” where, amongst many others, the wives of both Gibson and Armstrong attended. 
Major Gibson first sailed to Britain on 23 June 1915. He was granted special leave on 25 August to return 
home due to his wife’s serious illness. She passed away 4 days later on 29 Aug 1915, before he was able 
to get home. 
His military service records found to date are incomplete and are unclear in a few places, but a review 
would indicate the following. 
Major Gibson began his wartime role as second in command of the Overseas Contingent of the Dental 
Services without a formal title indicating as such. Posted as O.C. Bramshott on 22 Jan 1916, and first 
appointed as Acting Director on 21 Feb 1916 in location during an absence of Armstrong. His base pay as 
a Major was $100 a month, and with all allowances cleared a lofty $186 a month. 
In Jan and Feb 1917 he was hospitalized in London for “Neurasthenia and Bronchitis”. This is likely where 
he met his eventual second wife, nursing sister Monica Marion Whelan C.A.M.C. Upon his discharge from 
hospital he was assigned to the CADC HQ in London beside Lt.Col Armstrong. 
Records show he was “Brought to the Notice of the Secretary of State for War” for services rendered 24 
Feb 1917. I would imagine this would be similar to the “Mentioned in Dispatches” but a higher honour. 
Not long after that it appears that while at the CADC HQ in London, a formal position was created for him 
and he was appointed Deputy D.D.S. and promoted Lt. Col whilst so employed 11 June 1917. 
He was granted official permission to marry on 25 Aug 1917 and he married nurse Monica Whelan in 
London in the Bloomsbury Baptist Church on 1 Sept 1917. 
Lt.Col Gibson was back and forth the between Canada and London several times “on duty” in 1917 and 
1918. One record shows he arrived in New York on the Aquitania with his new wife Monica on 28 August 
1918, with his on duty destination listed as the Chateau Laurier in Ottawa. (Nice duty quarters!) 
Between 3 Dec 1917 and 20 May 1919 he was Acting Director Dental Services for periods between 10 
days and 5 weeks a total of 9 times.  As best as I can tell, Armstrong was not promoted to Colonel until 
the 12th of March 1918 so there must have been overlap with both Gibson and Armstrong serving as 
Lieutenant-Colonels, although likely Gibson was still in an Acting role. Gibson’s service records add to the 
confusion over his rank history. On what appears to be his service file folder cover there are 3 rank 
entries. The first is Major on 12 May 1915, the second is Lt. Col in 21 Feb 1916 coinciding with his 
A.D.D.S. appt (not notated as AWSE), the third again as Lt. Col on 12 March 1918 (not noted AWSE).  
Another document in his file has only the Lt.Col (AWSE) date of 11 June 1917. All demobilization records, 
including his dental records, list him only as Lt. Col OK Gibson. 
O.K. Gibson was decorated as a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, MBE, by King 
George V at Buckingham Palace 14 June 1918 and subsequently promoted (and moved to the Military 
Division of the Order) to Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, OBE, 3 June 1919 also 
by the King at Buckingham Palace.  Promotion within the Order in less than a year appears to be quite 
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rare and a significant event itself. No records or citations have been found as to what triggered the OBE 
decoration. 
He was ultimately struck off strength of the Canadian Expeditionary Force on the 8th of September 1919 
under General Demobilization. 
The photo below is listed as the 43rd Infantry Regiment 1919. Lt.Col Gibson is front row center for what 
would seem to be a Unit reunion after the war, although there is no indication where this photo was taken. 

In the years following the war there were several newspaper articles referring to “Colonel Gibson” but 
there is no record of him ever attaining that rank.  It was very likely just a reporting error as it has always 
been common to verbally refer to a Lt. Colonel as just “Colonel.”  
The next record found on Dr OK Gibson was an Ottawa Journal notice “Another Doctor’s Car Stolen In 
Daylight” from April 1921 that his car had been stolen “at 1 o’clock this afternoon” on McLaren St. This 
was evidently a newsworthy item of the day. 
Gibson became active in the Ottawa Radio Association over the post-war years. He was involved in live 
broadcast concerts, technical displays etc. and on 10 Feb 1926 was listed as the “gental (?) announcer of 
CKCO” for a Civic Centenary Celebration broadcast courtesy of the Ottawa Radio Association.  
Gibson also liked the horse races at Connaught Park.  He made the newspapers again on 17 August 
1933 when he and two others hit the Daily Double for what was reported as the highest pay-out on 
Canadian racing history when his $2 ticket paid out $1,083 on wins by horses Investtor and Irish Maiden. 
In keeping with his past athletic prowess, he was an avid golfer winning many events at the Ottawa Hunt 
Club since the late 1920s, and a curler during and after the years surrounding WWII. He and a Mrs 
Johnson won a mixed two-ball tournament at the Ottawa Hunt Club in 1937 and at the young age of 61 
won the low net trophy at another tournament in 1940. He was listed as a senior champion at the Ottawa 
Hunt Club. Gibson was also a member of the Rivermead Golf Club.  He was a regular curler playing at 
the Ottawa and Glebe Curling Clubs winning many trophies and titles.  He was a member of the Governor 
General and Royal Jubilee Rink that represented the Ottawa Curling Club. Golf and curling… imagine 
that…. he may have started that Dental Corps tradition or it at the least seems to run in our blood. 
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Gibson remained Active in the 43rd Regimental Association after WWI ended. In March 1945 they hosted 
a reunion for veterans of the Boer War in their drill hall and did the same for the Cameron Highlanders in 
January of 1946. On 31 October 1946, Lt. Col OK Gibson was elected President of the Regimental 
Association. 
Still active in his last years, he won another curling event in1947 and was still practicing dentistry beyond 
1949.  
After 50 years in Dentistry he was elected as an honourary member of the Royal College of Dentists. He 
is also listed as a Life Member of the Civil Service Lodge, and a former member of The Laurentian Club.  
He was also a Mason. He was a member of The Lodge of Perfection, Rose Croix Chapter of the Ancient 
and Accepted Rite of Scottish Freemasonry of Canada. The Rose Croix Chapter members were between 
the 15th and 18th degree masons.  
Lieutenant-Colonel Orland Kingsley Gibson MBE, OBE, DDS passed away at the age of 73 on 17 
September 1951 at his home at 9 Thornton Ave, Ottawa. 
He was survived by his wife Monica Whelan and his two children, son John Gibson of Ottawa, daughter 
Mrs Gordon Tanner of London England and two grandchildren.  He is interred at Beechwood Cemetery in 
Ottawa, section 50, Plot 28, stone 4. Monica passed away in 1977.  Both his wives Hazel and Monica are 
interred with Kingsley in the same plot. As an aside, an effort to locate his medals have not been 
successful to date. 
Quite the amazing story is it not? I was totally intrigued by the life story of a key person in our Dental 
Corps history that likely very few had ever heard of before. Until a chance casual conversation between 
neighbours and friends, the story of Lt.Col Orland Kingsley Gibson may have been lost to time.  The 
Dental Corps has been built on the contributions, careers and lives of so very many for over 100 years.  It 
is important to record as many stories and as much history as we can before they are forgotten and lost 
forever. It is the least we can do.  We shall remember them. 
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Dental Corps Birthday, 11 May 2018 

The RCDCA now hosts the annual Dental Corps Birthday celebration in Ottawa. The format is still the 
same - a 10 km (with options for 5km and 7 km) walk around Dows Lake and the Rideau Canal, followed 
by lunch at a pub with great views of Dows Lake. This is always in the middle of Tulip Festival, which 
adds to the beauty of the walk. We encourage participants to bring family members to celebrate with us, 
and during the walk we all get the opportunity to meet other members of the Dental Corps family.  

This year there was an extra twist to 
the celebration. A time capsule that 
had been stored at the Canadian 
Forces Dental Services School since 
1990, marking the 75th birthday of 
the Dental Corps, was opened after 

we enjoyed our lunch. There were numerous artefacts inside, 
including news articles from civilian and military publications about 
the 75th anniversary of CF Dental Services. The Chief Dental 
Officer, Colonel Dwayne Lemon, then presented the time capsule 
and contents to the RCDCA for us to preserve and archive. 

The birthday cake was cut by CWO Duane Forward, 1 Dental 
CWO, as one of his last official acts before retiring and proceeding 
to GK as the dependant spouse of Dental Technician Sergeant 
Valerie Whynot. 

Page �27



Remembrance Day, 2018 

Each Remembrance Day 
the RCDCA lays a wreath at 
the cenotaph adjacent to 
the Orleans Legion. While 
the ceremony downtown is 
a Federal government affair, 
with the Governor-General 
and the Prime Minister, the 
parade in Orleans is a City 
of Ottawa ceremony, 
attended by the Mayor of 
Ottawa and other local 
dignitaries. It is televised 
locally, and this year 
included a fly-past of four 
CF-18s in the ‘missing man’ 
formation. 

This year the wreath was 
laid by Bill Budzinski and 

Tony Nguyen, and attended 
by other RCDCA members, some of whom added their poppies to the wreath after the parade. We later 
met at Connor’s pub for lunch, which has become an annual event.   

I have also asked members to send photos of them at Remembrance Day, which you can see on the 
following pages. 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Clockwise: LCol (ret’d) Bud Budzinski, Past President Col (ret’d) Peter McQueen, LCol (ret’d) 
Frank Hedley, Maj (ret’d) Richard Groves and Maj (ret’d) Tony Nguyen
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LCol (ret’d) Geoff and Gloria Iverson, Chilliwack, BC

LCol (ret’d) Brenda Joy and 
husband Micheal attended a lovely 
Remembrance Day ceremony at the 
cairn at RCMP Detachment on 
Gabriola Island on Sunday. The 
cairn was established back in 1995 
from donations from CAF veterans 
living on the Island and has served 
to commemorate Canada’s military 
as well as Gabriolans who served.  
It is the site of the annual 
Remembrance Day ceremony and 
Sunday’s ceremony was very well 
attended including a wreath laid by 
our local MLA. The ceremony was 
followed by another brief ceremony 
to commemorate the animals who 
sacrificed their lives during 
Canada’s wars. This of course 
included thousands, and thousands 
of horses during WW1 and 
continued with bomb dogs during 
Afghanistan.
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On June 28th RCDCA Secretary Lieutenant-Colonel Brenda Joy and RCDCA President 
Major (retired) Richard Groves received Chief of Defence Staff Commendations for their 
contributions to the celebration of the Dental Corps Centennial in 2015. On hand to celebrate 
with us were RCDCA Vice-President Major (retired) Tony Nguyen, Colonel (retired) Kevin 
Goheen, Chief Dental Officer Colonel J-P Picard and RCDCA Treasurer Lieutenant-Colonel 
(retired) Frank Hedley. 
The citations read: LCOL B.M.C. JOY - for outstanding professionalism and dedication as the 
Planning Committee Chairperson for the 2015 RCDC Centennial in Ottawa, ON,  and  
MAJ R.R. GROVES - for outstanding dedication as the author and graphic designer of the 
2015 RCDC Centennial book entitled: The History of the Royal Canadian Dental Corps: A 
Century of Military Dental Service, in Ottawa.

Kerry Mathers attended the ceremony in Kitchener-
Waterloo, ON featuring a spell-binding talk by 
Lieutenant-General (retired) The Honorable Roméo A. 
Dallaire, and performances from the Kitchener-
Waterloo Symphony, Grand Philharmonic Choir, and 
the Ceremonial Band Of The Waterloo Regional Police 
Service. He wore the new RCDC ladies brooch on his 
tie in memory of his late wife, Fran.



RCDCA TREASURER’S REPORT FY 2017/2018 

Following a review of the records, the following statement has been prepared to report on the Revenue 
and Disbursements including supporting documents and reconciliation of the RCDC Association bank 
account general fund 1 October 2017 to 30 September 2018.  

Frank Hedley, Treasurer 
RCDC Association 

GENERAL FUND 
Revenue and Disbursements for the FY 2017/2018 period  
1 October 2017 to 30 September 2018. 

Revenue 
Membership Dues     $5,680.00  
Donations to the RCDCA     $3,795.00 
Social       $580.00 
Interest       $8.97 
Merchandise      $2,535.00 
Total Revenue      $12,598.97 
          

Disbursements 
Office Supplies      $576.24 
Printing       $881.56 
Postage       $551.44 
Social       $769.00 
Donations and Memberships    $1,000.00 
Trophies and Historical     $931.04 
Merchandise      $5,300.11 
Total Disbursements     $10,009.39 

Opening bank balance 1 October 2017   $17,801.35 
Closing bank balance 30 September 2018   $20,390.03 

Net Gain for FY 2017/2018    $2,589.58 

SUMMARY 

RCDC Association has cash assets of $20,390.03 for the FY ending 30 September 2018. 

 1. Membership dues are up because of the popularity of multi-year renewals introduced last year.  
Currently there are 147 members paid up until the end of 2018 or beyond.  Revenue from dues will likely 
decrease in future years until the multi-year memberships are again renewed. 
 2. Merchandise was the initial purchase and subsequent sales of RCDCA ties, brooches, blazer 
crests and crest holders. 
 3. Office Supplies included web service and domain name fees for the RCDCA web site. 
 4. Social included the RCDCA fall lunch at the Orleans Legion, cake for the RCDC 103rd 
anniversary and the RCDCA Meet and Greet at the August CDA conference in PEI.   
 5. Printing was for the fall 2017 newsletter. 
 6. Postage was for mailing out the 2017 newsletter plus any merchandise that was mailed. 
 7. Donations and Memberships was to the Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Fund for $300, the 
Orleans Legion for $200, and annual membership dues to the Canadian Defence Association of $500. 
 8. Trophies and Historical expenses were the purchase of two RCDCA pull up banners for $567 
plus the purchase of the RCDC Korean War memorial wooden plaque for $364. 

Special thanks to those who generously donated to the RCDC Association, and to all members who 
continue to support the RCDCA with their membership dues. 
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Royal Canadian Dental Corps Association ‘Kit Shop’ / 
'Kit Shop' de l'Association du Corps dentaires royal canadien 
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                   RCDC / CDRC      RCDCA / ACDRC

The RCDCA is pleased to offer the following 
items to RCDCA members and to civilian 
and military serving members of the RCDC. 
Please order from Major (retired) Richard 
Groves at rcdca_acdrc@icloud.com 

RCDC Regimental Silk Tie: Cost is $35, 
plus $5 shipping/handling per order. The 
length is 60”. This tie is for all serving and 
retired members of the RCDC and CFDS.

L' ACDRC est heureuse d’offrir les articles suivants 
aux membres de l'ACDRC et aux membres civils et 
militaires du CDRC. Vous pouvez les commander du 
Major (retraité) Richard Groves à 
rcdca_acdrc@icloud.com. 

Cravate régimentaire du CDRC faite en soie: Le 
coût est de 35 $, plus les frais d'expédition et de 
manutention de 5 $ par commande. La longueur est 
de 60 po. Cette cravate est appropriée pour tous les 
membres actifs et retraités du CDRC et du SDFC.

RCDC Lady’s Brooch: Cost is $75.  

RCDC Blazer Crest: Cost is $25. Crest is 
2-3/4” x 4”. This crest is authorized for wear 
by all current members of the RCDC and 
retired members of the CFDS. 

RCDCA Blazer Crest: Cost is $25. Crest is  
3-1/4” x 4”. This crest is authorized for wear 
by all RCDCA members or members of the 
RCDC pre-1968.

Broche du CDRC pour dame: Le coût est de 75 $. 

Cimier du CDRC pour blazer: Le coût est de 25 $. Le 
cimier mesure 2-3/4 po x 4 po. Ce cimier est approprié 
pour tous les membres actuels du CDRC et les 
membres retraités du SDFC. 

Cimier de l’ACDRC pour blazer: Le coût est de 25 $. 
Le cimier mesure 3-1/4 po x 4 po. Ce cimier est 
approprié pour tous les membres de l’ACDRC ou les 
membres du CDRC qui ont été en service avant 1968.
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